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The Chair
Reference: DG-HL/cl/sl
Strasbourg, 19 March 2009
Dear Sir/Madam,

On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) of the Council of Europe has published its General Policy Recommendation No.12 on combating racism and racial discrimination in the field of sport.  


Sport can be a powerful tool for promoting basic values such as equality, fair play, mutual respect and tolerance. At the same time it is sometimes an area where racism and xenophobia can thrive, putting these very values at risk. This is why ECRI decided to dedicate a specific General Policy Recommendation to this topic, which provides governments with clear guidelines on how best to combat racism and racial discrimination in the field of sport.
This Recommendation proposes more than 50 concrete measures to member States for ensuring equal opportunities in access to sport for all; for combating racism and racial discrimination in sport; and for building a coalition against racism in sport.
With this text ECRI wants to draw attention to the fact that racism and racial discrimination in the field of sport manifest themselves in many different forms, but that usually only the crudest forms of racial abuse in the most popular sport disciplines come to the attention of the general public. Besides, there is also a tendency to trivialise racist acts taking place during sporting events. Therefore, this Recommendation also focuses on more hidden forms of racism and racial discrimination in sports and provides concrete examples of unacceptable practices and behaviour in its detailed Explanatory Memorandum.
Finally, ECRI also would like to take this opportunity to thank all its partners for their valuable input to this text and to express its hope that this General Policy Recommendation will become a practical tool for combating racism and racial discrimination in sports in all member States of the Council of Europe. 
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