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‘World Cup qualification had offered me a snapshot of the world, but the 
campaign had meant many things to many people. Unity, reflected power, 
revenge, redemption, even escape. The campaign had shown how, in the age 
of football’s rampant commercialisation, something as old-fashioned, 
patriotism even, was still alive. It had also shown that the world is changing 
quicker than we realise. The mass migration of people because of wars, 
famine, revolutions or, simply, the desire to find a better quality of life had 
further blurred the boundaries of identity and belonging. In many places 
the national football team was the last institution left that still preserved it, 
even “it” was fluid, a reality that had long ceased to be. The idea of a 
national team representing a nation had become more stretched and more 
diffuse than ever. But it still mattered, which is why people go to 
extraordinary lengths to play, and support, international football, with the 
World Cup as it apex.’ 

–   
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1 Marking the field  

Introduction 

Brazilians, commented: ‘A Brazilian player who refuses to wear the shirt 

time world champions, in Brazil’ –

persona non grata
Costa’s switch in national allegiance was disputed as his selection for the 

‘ ’
‘ ’

‘No eres Español!’ (‘You are not Spanish!’) 
Business 

Insider, even dubbed Diego Costa as ‘the most hated man at the World 
Cup’, disliked by both Brazilian and (some of the) Spanish football fans. 

that ‘… it

been given to me by this country’ –
Diego Costa’s 

(men’s) 

14
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migrant 

natural

players’

migrant

– –
 

genuineness
migrant

the phrase ‘and football players with a migration background’ to references of foreign

15
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’s 

–
‘established–outsider model’ by using 

formal moral
Whereas the possession of a country’s legal

migrants
migrants morally

genuinely

formal  moral 
moralisation 

‘don the national colours, salute the anthem and face the flag, 

carrying the nation’s hopes’ –

16
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formal

moral

formally morally genuine

to an individual’s formal

being

formal 
nationhood 

moral 

state nation
or ‘in tandem as “nation-state”’ –

are ‘legal and political organisations with power over their citizens, 
those people living within their boundaries’ 

–
‘is an imagined political community –

[…] It is imagined

17
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minds of each lives the image of their communion’
‘serves to provide an impression of national and 

cultural homogeneity within the borders of a given state’ 
states as most countries are ‘having much 

acknowledged’ 

‘
events or trends in sports are embedded’ 

18
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– ‘related 

or national belonging’

natural

formal moral

formally
morally

How and why has the number of foreign-born football players in 
the football World Cup changed over time (c. 1930-2018), and how does a 
diverse football team of national representatives shape and challenge 
understandings of migration, citizenship and national belonging?

19
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Sport and Nation 

Sport and 
Nation

 Who can represent the nation? 

– –

migrant  

–

–

20
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– migrant 

migrant 

‘the counting of changing numbers of foreign
number of challenges’, he only briefly indicates some 

im – – migration 
corridors

im
e

–

formal moral

natural

21
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International football and wider society 

estimation, viewed by ‘a
billion viewers’; which is more than half of the global population aged 

‘its growing scale and sig

scientists’ –

–
, ‘known for insisting there are things [such as sport] 

considered sacred, “set apart” from egoistic organic life, accessed through 
“positive” and “negative” rites’. The Elementary Forms of 
Religious life –

22
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–
Durkheim’s

ritual 
argue that ‘sport can be understood as a significant aspect of society
because of the ritualistic overtones it possesses’. According to 

Inspired by Durkheim’s work, sociologists of sport Norbert 
–

like Dunning, ‘devel of
through sport’ –

‘O

world of sport’. ‘doubly dominated’ as is ‘scorned 
by sociologists’ and ‘despised by sportspersons’ 

Program for a Sociology of Sport

be understood as a sporting practice within ‘the space of 
sports’ – ‘space of sports’

‘related to the social space of which it is an expression’

23
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‘… the space of sports is not a self

alone’.

in through 
– , ‘both a 

of for

of play’. In this dissertation
as a ‘microcosm indicative of larger social forces’ 

This ‘methodological 
nationalism’

par excellence

natural
‘sport 

suited to an examination of national identity’.
a snapshot of a country’s 

24
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‘magnifying lens through which critical elaborations of the idea of the 
nation come to the fore’ 

–
–

on a country’s national image and its international 

to ‘bind individuals around collective, national experiences of 
sporting success and engender both a “feelgood factor” and a cohesive 
identity akin to Benedict Anderson’s “imagined communities”’ 

that the ‘we’ 

25
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in through
genuine 

globalisation

naturally
formal

guarantee someone’s moral
– genuineness

current debates on questions as ‘wh ?’ and ‘who 
?’.

Conceptual interplay: migration, citizenship, and national 
belonging    

natural

– –

26
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is dissertation’s

natural 

Migration: Has the football World Cup become more migratory?  

The Age of Migration
‘tendency of more and more countries to be crucially affected by 

y movements at the same time’? Or should we be more tentative 
in discerning a ‘globalisation of migration’

towards the common conception ‘that the volume, 

increased’?
The Globalization of Migration: Has the World Become 

More Migratory? –

27
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, ‘while international migration 

directional

’. The

‘ ’

– –

national immigration. This ‘is not always the case elsewhere, such as the 

countries’ 
have become more globalised ‘from a destination cou
hardly from an origin country perspective’ 

‘the global migration map has become more skewed’ 

28
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‘skewing’ of t

ross borders ‘
years’

Europe’s

international migrations as they are ‘produced, they are patterned, and 
they are embedded in specific historical phases’ 

become migrations when ‘a person whose movement, or whose presence, 
is considered a problem’ day’s 

 
Great Migration

–

29
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’s

maginaries of ‘mass migration’, ‘invasion’ and 
‘massive waves’

nation’s dominant gro ‘a direct threat to 
sovereignty, security and national identity’ 

‘ destabilise or even disrupt society’ 

moral 
question of ‘who ’ more pressing

moral

 immigrant
ing

immigrants

 

their country of origin is ‘remarkably small and has been relatively stable for a long 
period’, oscillating between the 2

would not consider it, as is often assumed, an ‘acceleration’. The percentage of 

30
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– –
–

players across national borders ‘is nothing new, but has a long and 
ated history’ and should, therefore, ‘not be isolated from general 

migratory trends and patterns’. Like any other type of international 
migration, it is more likely to see the migration of football players ‘as a 

curve’ 
determined by ‘long

colonial, cultural, linguistic, social and personal connections’ 
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relationships ‘to seek out cheap, 
talented recruits in Africa’ 

migration channels migration 
corridors

migration corridors

Also drawing on Portugal’s colonial past, 

Benfica’s 

Portugal’s 

In 
Foreign Fields

migrants

migrants –
–

‘ ’
‘

populations, whether in movement or in residence’ 

–

32
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‘citizenship capital’ –

‘
’

‘holding a permanent nationality that is not dependent on residence in a 
certain country’

sic sic genuine 

formal
the trick. ‘Changing one’s legal nationality or citizenship is’, 

– , ‘an easier process than changing one’s 
genuine loyalty and identity’. 
 
Formal citizenship: Who can represent the nation?  

naturally 

moralised
refers to ‘instrumental practices 

n and use of citizenship’, such as ‘
’ of citizenship 

33
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seems to become ‘a resource’ ‘a liability for the individual’ 

moralisation
genuine someone’s

formal

‘the basic principle of state membership is 

portable’ 
moralised

has become ‘a marker to identify membership of society’ 

, ‘citizenship was
protection of the King’

natural as it was based on someone’s place of birth
‘perpetual and immutable’ 

‘transformed into a conditional [elective, but still exclusive] status based 
on rights but also on duties’ –

– –

‘ ’

. The current ‘resurgence of ethno ationalism’

34
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related rise of Western Europe’s new populists

is ‘a state mechanism regulating in
–

’ 
–

formal 

their 

formal

 
their

jus soli

jus 
sanguinis

jus soli  jus 
sanguinis

‘divergences between nationality laws

35
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nation’ –
Citizenship and Nationhood in France and 

Germany

jus soli the French way
 

jus 
sanguinis

jus sanguinis
ethnic civic jus soli

jus sanguinis

state’s ethnic conception of community ‘this would 

’ – jus sanguinis
– ‘simply a

moral

 

jus sanguinis ‘was not developed in 
us soli 

century Europe, in the French civil code of 1803’. France supplemented the jus sanguinis-
jus soli 

36
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members of their parents’ political community of 
origin’.

‘
the individual lives, but from that of their birth and from their genealogy’ 

jus soli jus sanguinis

‘ ’ ‘ ’
moral

jus domicilii jus 
matrimonii 

jus matrimonii
formal jus 
domicilii granted to individuals ‘independently of the place 
and community of birth … after they entered a territory and es
residence in this territory’ 

‘ ’ genuine

– jus soli jus sanguinis
– naturally genuine

more ‘a matter of 
genuine link’ 

–

37
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formal
–

s or by ‘placing a “for sale” tag on citizenship’

marketisation

unities that ‘states have often 
inadvertently created for them’ 

mean that ‘individuals are more flexible in terms of national identity 
or citizenship’ 

formal
citizenship has turned (more) into ‘an instrumental resource in the 

hands of individuals’ 

formal
 

‘

 

formal

38
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passport in national teams was not yet completely integrated’

stated that ‘the concept of 
“national” was understood by football pioneers in a purely residential 
way’. Other that a football player’s status as 

sic a country’s

ions states that ‘any person holding a 

of that country’ ‘

states’ 
formal

condition for player eligibility is that ‘it is a fairly easy way of establishing 
genuine 

state in question’ –

sic genuine 

FIFA’s regulations on player eligibility barely changed

genuine that ‘players must have a 
“clear connection to that country” if they wish to wear the colours of a 
nation other than the one of their birth’ 

39
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national
genuine

one time selection- footballer from playing ‘an 
representative team of another association’ 

sic ‘has already participated in a match (either in full or in part) 

association’ –

football: ‘one can either be Dutch or Surinamese, or French or Moroccan, 
but not both’ 

national
FIFA’s

have, arguably, ‘only created loopholes 
o exploit’ 

formal is principally sustaining a rigid ‘inter
state world view’ 

formal

40
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formal 

Moral citizenship: The denationalisation of international football? 

FIFA’s idea
genuine 

–

renders FIFA’s eligibility regulations problematic is FIFA’s seemingly lack 

genuine

The Denationalization of Sport: De-ethnicization 
of the Nation and Identity Deterritorialization

‘the progressive disconnection between the geographical origin of 
states that they are supposed to represent’, 

41
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as ‘the decrease in importance 
of the “origin label” in the identification process between fans, sportsmen 
and teams’. 

‘geographical entities on different scales (from the town to the 
state)’ 

– that ‘territorial aspects 
teams’ 

‘other criteria of identification appear, such as, 
among others, aesthetic, lifestyle, biographical or behavioural ones’

national
‘weakening of allegiance to the traditional nation state’ 

genuineness

– –
development of ‘autonomous international sporting regulations which 

and cultural belonging’ 

regulations so as to restrict ‘just citizenship exchanges’ 
‘the principle’

based ‘participatory growth model’ to counter the supposedly 

suggest the introduction of a ‘sporting 
nationality’ which is decoupled from formal

42
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formal

recurring examples of athletes whose ‘decisions to 

allegiance’ –

Especially FIFA’s eligibility regulations –
formal naturally genuine

–

moral genuine
imagined-and-therefore-real

sic genuine
moral

genuineness
‘from 

formal moral citizenship’ 
– –

‘moralisation
citizenship’ (see also 

genuine

43
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are increasingly based on ‘ideologically charged questions of 
nationhood and national belonging’ 

formal moral

genuine moral
–

formal moral –
serving ‘the analysis of relative weight given to 

formal moral aspects of citizenship’ 
– –

formal moral

argue, ‘as two aspects
ighted’. Formal

moral

National belonging: Who deserves to belong to the nation?  

formal moral
underlying the question of ‘who can represent ’ in international 

moral

genuinely

formal

morally genuinely

44
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, it is necessary to ‘elaborate in more detail the 
genuine cultural and national belonging’ 

–

Theoretically, it is important to differentiate between ‘belonging’ and 
the ‘politics of belonging’, at least on an analytical level 

basically a personal emotional attachment, about feeling ‘at home’ 

to a social group ‘in a stable, contested or transient way’ 

naturally
nation-states

belonging ‘tends to be naturalised and to be part of everyday practices’ 
. The ‘politics of belonging’ are concerned with the 

‘still accustomed to thinking in state national reading grid terms’ 
, the ‘politics of belonging’ described as ‘the dirty 

work of boundary maintenance’

political practices of identifying who stands ‘inside or outside the 

belonging, whether they are “us” or “them”’ 
–

– ing ing 

45
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–
–

banal

– –

needs to be considered as ‘a dynamic process, not a reified fixity, 

of power relations’ 

–
–

hat ‘certain “outsiders” may negotiate their 

order to gain access to established domains’ 
sic into

recognised and accepted as ‘one of us’

– –

46
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‘dirty work of boundary maintenance’ 

the unity of ‘their’ nation 

moral

player’s sic formal

genuinely

ing
moral

Outline of this dissertation 

How and why has the number of foreign-born football 
players in the football World Cup changed over time (c. 1930-2018), and 
how does a diverse football team of national representatives shape and 

47
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challenge understandings of migration, citizenship and national 
belonging?  

migrant 

migrant

migrants

migrant migrant 
 

migrant 

migrants

migrants

migrants

formal moral

48
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–
–

countries’ different histories of 

the ‘why part’ of the 
migration corridors

migration corridors

immigration emigration perspective
formal

moral

genuinely
formal

genuine
naturally genuine 

genuine

formally
morally
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’s
Germany’s national football team

formal moral
– ‘

’
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2  Who counts as a migrant football player? 

‘Who Counts as a Migrant Footballer? A Critical Reflection and Alternative 

2018’. The International Journal of the History of Sport 
35 –   CHAPTER 2

WHO COUNTS AS A MIGRANT 
FOOTBALL PLAYER? 

Other than minor changes, this chapter is a reflec-

tion of an article published as:

Van Campenhout, Gijs, Jacco van Sterkenburg, and 

Gijsbert Oonk. 2018. ‘Who Counts as a Migrant 

Footballer? A Critical Reflection and Alternative 

Approach to Migrant Football Players in National 

Teams at the FIFA World Cup, c. 1930-2018’.  

The International Journal of the History of Sport 35 

(11): 1071–90.
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2  Who counts as a migrant football player?  

Introduction 

–
–

migrant

migrant

migrant

migrant

 

’s list of foreign

born at sea

54
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migrant

migrants

migrants

between someone’s country of birth and country of residence leads to the 
migrant

someone’s place
migrants

migrants
person’s 

migrant

migrants, solely using a person’s place of birth based on the current 
migrant

migrant

– –

migrants

55
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‘contextual
approach’ offers a different vantage on the subject.

migrant

 migrant

migrant

migrants

The wider context of football migration 

of time. However, taken as a percentage of the world’s population, the 
migrants

half percent of the world’s population moves between countries, staying 

migrants

the recent ‘refugee 
crisis’, migrants

56
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migrants

t ‘has been fundamentally bound up 
with the general migration patterns’

migrant 

qualify for a state’s 

 

migration by the United Nation’s Population Division. The percentage of international 
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jus domicilii ) 

– –

rightfully state, ‘the teams themselves are often 

individuals in their own right’,

of FIFA’s international competitions between, more or less, homogenous 
‘de

nation’ 
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an ‘A’ level status match.

–

a state’s legal FIFA’s eligibility 

jus soli –
– which grants citizenship on the basis of a person’s birth within 

a state’s territory, or through (ii) jus sanguinis – –
 

additional rule obliging player to have a ‘clear connection’ with the country they 

An ‘A status match’ in international football is ‘a match (either in full or in part) in an 
category or any type of football’ as acknowledged by FIFA 

Players’ Status Committee decides on the request –
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a country’s 

jus soli
jus sanguinis

jus soli jus sanguinis morally
considered as ‘unfair’, because th

Jus domicilii
jus matrimonii

– jus nexi –

of a country’s le

sic adopted 

migrant

– – within
between

migrants
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migrants
migrants

called ‘nations of immigration’ 

migrant
–

–

. In line with FIFA’s eligibility regulations, a

migrant
migrant

An alternative approach to counting migrants 

a person’s
migrant

migrant

 

America) Gōtoku Sakai was selected for the Japanese national football team.    
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migrants

migrants
ta on peoples’ nationality/ies in (historical) 

par excellence

migrant

nationals genuine

migrant
migrants 

‘ ’

migrants 
current

 
Only since the population censuses of 2000 data on both a person’s place of birth and 
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migrant

national migrant
migrants

migrants

Dutch representative Elisa Hendrik ‘Beb’ 
–

migrant

the time of Bakhuys’ birth, the Dutch East Indies were a colony under the 

–
–

jus sanguinis
national

migrant
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migrants
nationals

– migrants
– to acquire an ‘“assimilated” status for 

culturally “Europeanised” Africans from Portugal’s colonial territories’ 

O’Laughlin 2000; de Sousa Santos 2006)

genuine
migrants

used the ‘right of the blood’ to claim a player’s eligibility

–
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called ‘granny rule’. 

–
–

for the Republic of Ireland’s national football team. After all, there was no 
genuine

Cascarino’s 

as ‘since 1991, any child of a person adopted by an 
Irish citizen also qualifies for Irish citizenship’ 

nationals
migrants

migrants
migrant

under FIFA’s regulations 
– genuine 

nationals migrants
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migrants
nationals

migrant

Creating the database 

–

nationals

on the peculiar situation of the British ‘home 
nations’ as all the four 

FIFA’s 

genuine
‘ ’ have ‘agreed to a remove [of] the residency clause, and 
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they or their parents or grandparents were born on the relevant territory’ 
–
players’ 

genuine 
a state’s

jus domicilii

Spain’s 

sic migrant

a family’s migration background. In total, the 

 
– –
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A foreign-born approach 

migrant
migrant

migrant
migrant

migrant

migrants

migrant

– –
migrant

migrant

 
migrant
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migrant

migrant

migrant

migrants
migrant

migrant

migrant

migrants

The contextual-nationality approach 
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leads to ‘only’ 250 cases of migrant
absolute

relative migrant
migrant

migrant

migrant

migrants
migrant

general 
migrant

migrant
closely related to a country’s history 

migrant
migrants formal 

adopted

migrant

 

migrant
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migrant

genuine
migrant

jus soli 
jus sanguinis

migrant

migrant

migrants 
– –

Europe to the ‘promised land’

migrant
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 migrants

migrants general

relative
migrant

general
absolute migrant

relative migrant

migrant
migrant

relative migrants 

The superiority of the context-nationality approach 

migrant

migrant

migrant –

migrant 
migrant
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migrant

migrant

migrant
migrants

migrant

migrant 

migrant
migrant

–

migrants

migrants –
–

migrant

general
migrant
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migrant

migrant

migrant 
migrant

–

– –
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absolute migrant
 relative 

migrant – migrant

–

 

Period 
Number of participating 
national football teams 

Maximum number of football players in 
the selection of national football teams 

1930 – 1938 16 national football teams 22 football players 
1942 – 1946 No World Cup: World War II No World Cup: World War II 
1950 – 1978 16 national football teams 22 football players 
1982 – 1994 24 national football teams 22 football players 
1998 – 2022 32 national football teams 23 football players 
2022 – Future 48 national football teams 23 football players 

 

Table 2.2.
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3 Has the football World Cup become more 
migratory?  

‘Has the World Cup Become More Migratory? A Compar
2018’. 

Comparative Migration Studies –
 

 

  

CHAPTER 3
HAS THE FOOTBALL 
WORLD CUP BECOME 
MORE MIGRATORY? 

Other than minor changes, this chapter is a reflec-

tion of an article published as:

Van Campenhout, Gijs, Jacco van Sterkenburg, 

and Gijsbert Oonk. 2019. ‘Has the World Cup 

Become More Migratory? A Comparative History of 

Foreign- Born Players in National Football Teams, 

c. 1930-2018’. Comparative Migration Studies 7 (22): 

1–30.
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3  Has the football World Cup become more 
migratory? 

Introduction 

en’s

absolute

to the spirits of FIFA’s international

vague

 

over time
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to conclude that ‘
inherently more migratory’ throughout its history

–
–

volume diversity

specific

volume diversity 

volume  
diversity 

volume diversity
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(Im)Migration histories 

crisis 

–

– intensity 
composition 

– –
in countries’ 

centuries, the Americas (North and South) encountered ‘waves of 
immigrants’
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countries’ im countries of immigration, latecomers to 
immigration  nations of immigrants

–
–

considered ‘countries of immigration’

emi

exporters 
these countries ‘

emigration to countries of net immigration’ 

‘latecomers to immigration’.

‘nations of immigrants’ 

identity. Moreover, the diversity of ‘their current people are the result of 
scale immigration’ 
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Brazil, Mexico and Uruguay; ‘former countries of immigration’

‘latecomers to immigration’. I

to ‘countries of 
immigration’ and ‘nations of immigrants’

‘nations of immigrants’, while an increase in the volume diversity 

‘countries of immigration’ after the 1960s. 

Citizenship regimes and FIFA’s eligibility regulations 

– –

jus soli
jus sanguinis

citizen’s ’ citizenship

 
Classifying these South American countries as ‘former countries of immigration’ does 
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s a ‘ jus soli
jus sanguinis traditions’ –

–

jus matrimonii jus domicilii

state’s 
– –

migrants

–

–

rule states that ‘any person holding a 

 
he selected countries (see the paragraph ‘methodology’ in this Chapter) 
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of that country’ 

a ‘clear 
connection’ between footballers and the country they represented

football players’ connection with the national football team they 

authors even argue that we are witnessing a ‘marketi ation of citizenship’ 

volume diversity 

Methodology 

 

represent another country are: ‘a) He was born on the territory of the relevant 

association for at least two years’ 
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– – lers’ movements between 

‘movements’ 
– –

it possible to trace a football player’s eligibility 

the ‘reason, timing and nature of an 
athlete’s move’ remains 

migrant 

 
Nationalities of (grand)parents were searched for when a football player’s country of 

tball player’s 
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person’s, 

– –

1.
the distinction between ‘countries of 

immigration’ (Belgium, England, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Sweden, and Switzerland), ‘latecomers to 
immigration’ (Italy, South Korea, and Spain), ‘nations of 
immigrants’ (United States), and ‘former countries of immigration’ 

2. – –

jus soli jus sanguinis 

3.

focus on football’s glob

 

volume absolute
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absolute relative

absolute relative

taken as a relative share of the ‘other’

nationals

call ‘immigration diversification’: 
footballers have come from ‘an 

increasingly geographically distant and diverse array of origin countries’
a ‘destination country perspective’

The HHI calculates ‘
IM

M)’: 1 − ∑ (𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼i
𝐼𝐼 )𝑖𝑖=1

relatively ‘scattered’ and

– –
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–
–

 
Has the football World Cup become more migratory?  

volume 

 
Increased numbers of foreign-born footballers  

volume

 

absolute relative
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volume 

volume 

result of Austria’s 
Anschluss to Hitler’s German Empire just three months before the start of 

of these ‘overnight’ changes in territory and jurisdiction, Austria’s 

absolute relative

characterised by a decline in international labour migration ‘partly 

increased hostility towards immigrants in many countries’ 

 
treated as ‘nationals’ instead of ‘foreign born’, the 
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Table 3.1.

Football 
World Cup 

Total # of 
Footballers 

# Foreign-born 
Footballers 

% Foreign-born 
Footballers 

1930 131 11 8,40% 

1934 233 19 8,15% 

1938 176 29 16,48% 

1942       

1946       

1950 194 11 5,67% 

1954 218 16 7,34% 

1958 154 4 2,60% 

1962 198 11 5,56% 

1966 220 5 2,27% 

1970 176 4 2,27% 

1974 154 2 1,30% 

1978 198 6 3,03% 

1982 176 9 5,11% 

1986 242 6 2,48% 

1990 266 10 3,76% 

1994 264 14 5,30% 

1998 264 25 9,47% 

2002 299 26 8,70% 

2006 299 26 8,70% 

2010 299 22 7,36% 

2014 322 27 8,39% 

2018 278 18 6,47% 
Totals 4761 301 6,32% 

[Due to World War II there were no football World Cups held in 1942 and 1946] 
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in 1962 that restricted players’ freedom of choice 

–
–

relative

volume born footballers to countries’ 
‘countries of 

immigration’ have historically 

within

–
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– France’s 

jus soli ’s roster
–

jus sanguinis

– –

jus soli jus sanguinis
jus domicilii jus matrimonii

most former countries of emigrants into ‘countries 
of immigration’. In many West European countries, the recruitment of 

teams of ‘countries of immigration’ when the children of these 

the football World Cup of a ‘nations of immigrants’, specifically the United 

that particular edition. As ‘immigration is part of the founding national 
ideal’ 
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relative 

European ‘latecomers to immigration’, Italy and Spain, have

jus sanguinis  

this country’s
Italy’s 

another ‘latecomer to immigration’, has only selected a 

South Korea’s national football team is still unique 
In contrast to the ‘latecomers to immigration’,

im
e However, a ‘curling over’ effect of
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to ‘countries of emigration’, meaning that 

emigration 

the ‘diaspora method’ 

Immigration diversification in national football teams 

diversity
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restrictive citizenship regimes, especially in ‘countries of immigration’ 
and ‘nations of immigrants’, in the aftermath of the Second World War 

–
–

jus sanguinis 
with FIFA’s eligibility regulations.

 

Table 3.3.
 

  1934 (n=19) 1962 (n=11) 2014 (n=27) 

Argentina 0,000 1,000 0,000 

Belgium 1,000 NQ 0,000 

Brazil 1,000 1,000 1,000 

England NQ 1,000 0,000 

France 0,625 NQ 0,500 

Germany 1,000 0,000 0,444 

Italy 0,320 0,500 0,500 

Mexico NQ 1,000 0,000 

Netherlands 0,000 NQ 0,667 

South Korea NQ NQ 1,000 

Spain 0,000 0,750 0,000 

Sweden 1,000 NQ NQ 

Switzerland 1,000 0,000 0,500 

United States 0,735 NQ 0,560 

Uruguay NQ 1,000 0,000 

All 15 Countries 0,881 0,800 0,930 

NQ = Not qualified for that particular edition of the football World Cup 
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display the ‘movements’ of foreign

absolute
that ‘moved’

immigration 
diversification

globalisation of migration as ‘immigration countries 

countries’ 

diversification 
migration histories, indicates the impact of ‘nations of immigrants’ such 

players who have ‘moved’ to national football teams within the ‘countries 
of immigration’ or ‘latecomers to immigration’ categories, these ‘moves’ 

neighbouring countries. These ‘movements’ seem to happen ma

 

born at 
sea 
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Figure 3.1. Immigration

‘movements’ of foreign

absolute
of football players that ‘moved’ between the countries for that particular edition of the 
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Football World Cup Country of Birth Current Official Country 

1934 Dutch East Indies Indonesia 

1934 French Algeria Algeria 

1934 
England 

United Kingdom 
Scotland 

1934 German Empire 

Germany 1962 East Prusia 

2014 East Germany 

2014 SFR Yugoslavia  
Kosovo 

North Macedonia 
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the ‘countries of 
origin’ of foreign

Italy’s

‘the sons of 
Italians born abroad considered Italians’ 

‘
abroad’ ‘ “ ”
relatives’

globalisation of 
migration
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‘ ’
immigration diversification 

diversification born footballers in terms of ‘countries of 
origin’ is mainly related to ‘nations of immigrants’ such as the United 

Conclusions and discussions 

volume diversity

 
volume diversity

absolute
relative

not that ‘astonishingly’ as often 

migrants

volume 

ntry’s history of (im)migration and 
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volume diversity

immigration perspective diversity

globalisation of migration
diverse

 
diversification footballer’s 

‘new’ countri  
born players between ‘countries of origin’ and ‘representative 

’ seems to be limited

a country’s – ‘nations of 
immigrants’, ‘ ’ ‘ ’
‘ ’ 

–

country’s 

adopted 
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sic  sic

sic

, these ‘layers of people’s citizenship’ 
surround the ‘question of who “ ”

–
– that are required to signify belonging’. 

moral

formal moral 

–

–
volume diversity 

– –
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4  The diversification of national football 
teams 

2021. ‘The 

’. International 
Review for the Sociology of Sport –
 

  

CHAPTER 4
THE DIVERSIFICATION OF 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL TEAMS

Other than minor changes, this chapter is a reflec-

tion of an article published as:

Van Campenhout, Gijs, and Jacco van Sterkenburg. 

2021. ‘The Diversification of National Football 

Teams: Using the Idea of Migration Corridors to 

Explore the Underlying Structures of Nationality 

Changes amongst Foreign-Born Players at the Foot-

ball World Cup’. International Review for the Sociol-

ogy of Sport 56 (1): 36–61.
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4  The diversification of national football 
teams 

Introduction 

the ‘Africanness’, of the victorious 
(men’s) national football team became the 

genuine

also ‘lost’

) has not only skewed ‘research towards the causes and 

includes those who migrate’ 
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form of ‘player movement’ 

‘migrate’ to the country 

–
ir parent’s

–

accordance with FIFA’s 
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migration corridors

‘movements’ and 
migration corridors

Diversification of the football World Cup 

immigration– emigration perspective

Immigration diversification

‘diversification in origins of immigrants’ as its 

emigration diversification
the ‘destinations of emigrants’ departing from one country 

–

sending have ‘lost’ native players to other 

migration diversification
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migrants seem to originate from ‘an increasingly geographically distant 
and diverse array of origin countries’ immigration diversification) 

 
who ‘originate from a
editions [of the football World Cup]’ 

–

trends in international migration, which have mainly ‘led to a quantitative 
reinforcement of older [migration] channels’ –

–
‘although the diversification of “ ”

“ ” involved countries are not at random, [… instead] the 
– –

relationships between [pairs of] countries’. 

genuine 
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the main principle of FIFA’s eligibility criteria 

‘holding a permanent nationality that is n
certain country’

’s eligibility
regulations have ‘created loopholes that players and national governing 
bodies have been willing to exploit’ 

‘the emergence of “passport players”’ 
genuine 

country’s national football team. Despite the possibilities of
, the presence of ‘passport players’ within 

Migration corridors 

migration corridors

migration corridors
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– migration corridors are used as ‘frames for 
observation’ they can exist ‘independent of 

level of activity within them: they can be empty, or nearly so’. This 
migration corridors

 migrants

migration corridor immigration emigration perspectives

migration corridors

, ‘much of the movement of footballers across national and 
continental borders … is actually based on established systems and 

any radical breach with the past’. This may also apply to

refer to as ‘reverberative causation’. According to 
se authors, ‘reverberative causation’ is the process which ‘causes 

flows by which they were preceded’ 
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colonies and ‘the coloniser’

Methodology: from concept to data and back again 
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migration corridors 

immigration diversification
had ‘lost’ the 

emigration diversification
 immigration

emigration
perspective

because of the country’s migration history and the 
’

migration corridors

migration corridor –
just 

’
migration corridors

migration corridors, which are named after the main ‘migration 
relationship’ between pairs of countries: 
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Colonial migration corridors

Geographical proximity migration corridors: Migration corridors

Guest worker migration corridors:

Results: the evolvement and sustainment of (football) 
migration corridors 

migration corridors
colonial migration corridors

 geographical proximity migration corridors

guest 
worker migration corridors

 

Colonial migration corridors 

immigration perspective

or moved to ‘metropolitan’ France from France ‘ mer’ (overseas 
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France’s

 

). In total, France has ‘lost’ 
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Table 4.1. Immigration

Destination National        
Football Team    Country of Birth Football World Cup # Players 

Algeria (41 foreign-born 
players selected from 3 
different countries of birth) 

  England 1986 1 
 France 1982, 1986, 2010, 2014 38 

  Tunisia 1982, 1986 2 

Argentina (5 foreign-born 
players selected from 3 
different countries of birth) 

 France 2010, 2014, 2018 3 

 Paraguay 1934 1 

  Spain 1930 1 

Brazil (No foreign-born 
players selected from 0 
different countries of birth) 

  
Brazil never included a football player who was born in 
another country in their selection for the football World Cup 

England (11 foreign-born 
players selected from 5 
different countries of birth) 

 Australia 1990 1 
 Canada 2002, 2006 2 
 Jersey 1998 1 
 Jamaica 1986, 1990, 2014, 2018 4 

  Singapore 1982, 1986, 1990 3 

France (61 foreign-born 
players selected from 19 
different countries of birth) 

  Argentina 1966 2 
 Austria 1938 1 
 Born at sea 2014 1 
 Cameroon 2006, 2018 2 

 (French) Algeria 
1930, 1934, 1938, 1954, 
1958, 1978, 1982, 1986 

15 

 (French) Guiana  1938, 2006, 2010 3 
 (French) Morocco 1954, 1958, 1978, 1982 4 
 French Sudan 1982, 1986 2 
 Germany 1934, 1938 4 
 Ghana 1998, 2002 2 

 Guadeloupe 
1978, 1982, 1998, 2002, 

2006, 2018 
7 

 Luxembourg 1938 1 
 Martinique 1954, 1978, 1982 3 
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 New Caledonia 1998 1 

 Senegal 
1998, 2002, 2006, 2010, 

2014 
5 

 Spain 1986 1 
 Switzerland 1934, 1938 2 
 Uruguay 1938 1 

  Zaire 2002, 2006, 2010, 2018 4 

(West) Germany (55 
foreign-born players 
selected from 11 different 
countries of birth) 

 Austria 1938 9 
 Belgium 1974 1 

 Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

2010 1 

 Brazil 2010 1 
 Czechoslovakia 1966, 1970 2 

 East Germany 
1986, 1994, 1998, 2002, 
2006, 2010, 2014, 2018 

21 

 Ghana 2002, 2006 2 

 Poland 
1954, 1966, 1970, 2002, 

2006, 2010, 2014 
12 

 Romania 1954 1 
 Russia 1962, 1966, 1970 3 

  Switzerland 2002, 2006 2 

The Netherlands (16 
foreign-born players 
selected from 6 different 
countries of birth) 

 Australia  1990 1 
 Canada  1990, 2014 2 

 Dutch East Indies / 
Indonesia 

1934 1 

 Portugal  2014 1 
 Suriname 1990, 1994, 1998, 2010 10 

  Switzerland 2014 1 

Portugal (25 foreign-born 
players selected from 9 
different countries of birth) 

 Angola 2014, 2018 2 
 Brazil 2006, 2010, 2014, 2018 6 
 Canada 2010 1 
 Cape Verde 2010, 2014, 2018 3 
 France 2002, 2006, 2018 5 
 Germany 2018 1 
 Guinea-Bissau 2014 1 

 (Portuguese) 
Mozambique 

1966, 2002 5 

  Venezuela 2010 1 
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Republic of Ireland (44 
foreign-born players 
selected from 5 different 
countries of birth) 

 England 1990, 1994, 2002 36 
 Italy 1990, 1994 2 
 Northern Ireland 1994 1 
 Scotland 1990, 1994 4 
  Wales 1990 1 

Switzerland (33 foreign-
born players selected from 
11 different countries of 
birth)  

 Argentina 1994 1 
 Cameroon 2018 3 
 Cape Verde  2010, 2014, 2018 3 
 Colombia 1938 1 
 France 1950, 1954, 1962, 1994 6 
 Germany 1938, 1950 4 
 Ivory Coast 2006, 2014, 2018 1 
 Kosovo 2006, 2010, 2014, 2018 8 
 Macedonia 2006, 2014, 2018 4 
 Soviet Union 1938 1 
  Zaire 2010 1 

United States of America 
(48 foreign-born players 
selected from 20 different 
countries of birth)  

 Argentina 2002, 2006 2 
 Belgium 1950 1 
 Brazil 2010 1 
 Colombia 2002 1 
 El Salvador 1994 1 
 England 1930, 1934, 1950 3 

 Germany 
1934, 1990, 1994, 1998, 

2014 
8 

 Greece 1994 1 
 Haiti 1950 1 
 Italy 1950 1 
 Martinique 1998, 2002 2 
 Netherlands 1994, 1998, 2002 3 
 Norway 1934, 2014 2 
 Poland 1950 1 
 Scotland 1930, 1934, 1950, 2010 10 
 Serbia 1998 1 
 South Africa 1994, 1998 2 
 Sweden 1934 1 
 Switzerland 1998, 2002 2 
  Uruguay 1990, 1994, 1998 4 
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Figure 4.1.

 

representations by two players, England’s ‘busiest’ inbound colonial 
migration corridor immigration perspective

adulthood and therefore should not be regarded as ‘passport players’ or 
as players who ‘changed citizenship’. It can further be argued that, in 

 

125

The diversification of national football teams

4

157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   125157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   125 04-02-2022   16:1004-02-2022   16:10



Table 4.2. Emigration

Country of Birth   
Destination National   
Football Team  Football World Cup # Players 

Algeria (15 players 'lost' 
to 1 national football 
team) 

  France 
1930, 1934, 1938, 1954, 
1958, 1978, 1982, 1986 

15 

Argentina (41 players 
'lost' to 11 other national 
football teams) 

 Bolivia 1950, 1994 5 
 Chile  2010 1 
 France 1966 2 
 Italy 1934, 1962, 2006, 2014 9 
 Mexico 2002, 2006, 2010 3 
 Paraguay 1986, 1998, 2006, 2010 8 
 Peru 1978, 1982 2 
 Spain 1962, 1978, 1998, 2006 4 
 Switzerland 1994 1 
 United States 2002, 2006 2 

  Uruguay 1954, 2010, 2014, 2018 4 

Brazil (30 players 'lost' to 
13 different national 
football teams) 

 Belgium  1998 1 
 Costa Rica  1990 1 
 Croatia 2014 2 
 Germany 2010 1 
 Italy 1934, 1962, 2014 4 
 Japan 1998, 2002, 2006, 2010 4 
 Mexico  2006 1 
 Poland 2018 1 
 Portugal 2010, 2014, 2018 6 

 Russia 2018 1 
 Spain  2006, 2014, 2018 4 
 Tunisia 1998, 2002, 2006 3 
  United States  2010 1 

England (87 players 'lost' 
to 17 different national 
football teams) 

 Algeria 1986 1 
 Australia 1974 6 
 Belgium 1938 2 
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 Canada 1986 1 
 Egypt 2018 1 
 Ghana 2014 1 
 Italy 1974, 2006 2 
 Jamaica 1998 7 
 New Zealand 1982, 2010 10 
 Nigeria 1994, 2002 2 
 Northern Ireland 1982, 1986 2 
 Republic of Ireland  1990, 1994 36 

 Scotland 
1974, 1978, 1986, 1990, 

1998, 2002 
8 

 Spain 1934 1 
 Trinidad and Tobago  2006 3 
 Turkey 2002 1 

  United States 1930, 1934, 1950 3 

France (114 players 'lost' 
to 14 different national 
football teams) 

 Algeria 1982, 1986, 2010, 2014 38 
 Argentina 2010, 2014, 2018 3 
 Belgium  1970 1 
 Cameroon 1998, 2002, 2010, 2014 7 
 Denmark 2002 1 
 Ghana 2010, 2014 3 
 Ivory Coast 2006, 2010, 2014 8 
 Morocco 1998, 2018 9 
 Portugal 2002, 2006, 2018 5 
 Senegal 2002, 2018 10 
 Sweden 2002, 2006 2 
 Switzerland 1950, 1954, 1962, 1994 6 
 Togo 2006 4 

  Tunisia 2002, 2006, 2018 17 

(West) Germany (56 
players 'lost' to 21 
different national 
football teams) 

 Australia 1974 1 
 Austria 1982 1 

 Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

2014 3 

 Cameroon  2010, 2014 4 
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 Canada 1986 1 
 Croatia 1998, 2002, 2006 9 
 France  1934, 1938 4 
 Ghana 2006, 2010, 2014 3 
 Greece 1994, 2014 2 
 Iran 2006, 2014 2 
 Israel 1970 1 
 Italy 1938 1 
 New Zealand  2010 1 
 Nigeria 2018 1 
 Portugal 2018 1 
 SFR Yugoslavia 1990, 1998 2 
 South Korea 2002, 2010 2 
 Spain 2002 1 
 Switzerland 1938, 1950 4 
 Turkey 2002 4 

  United States 
1934, 1990, 1994, 1998, 

2014 
8 

The Netherlands (12 
players 'lost' to 4 
different national 
football teams) 

 Ghana 2010 1 
 Nigeria 2018 2 
 Morocco 1998, 2018 6 

  United States 1994, 1998, 2002 3 

Portugal (1 player 'lost' 
to 1 national football 
team) 

  The Netherlands 2014 1 

Republic of Ireland 
(None players 'lost' to 
another national football 
team) 

  
Republic of Ireland never 'lost' a native football player to 
another national football team within the World Cup football 

Switzerland (14 players 
'lost' to 8 different 
national football teams) 

 Bosnia and 
Herzegovina 

2014 1 

 Croatia 2014, 2018 2 
 France 1934, 1938 2 
 Germany 2002, 2006 2 
 Italy 1998 1 
 Serbia 2010, 2018 3 
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 The Netherlands 2014 1 
  United States 1998, 2002 2 

United States of America 
(5 players 'lost' to 4 
different national 
football teams) 

 Iran 2014 1 
 Japan 2014, 2018 2 
 Mexico 2014 1 
  Norway 1998 1 

 

born players and ‘British
Jamaica’ 
emigration perspective ‘lost’  

90% of the ‘lost’ born players represented one of England’s 

migrants
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colonial 
migration corridor

called ‘sport passport’, has been introduced in November 2019, 

footballer in their ‘Seleção’ for the football World Cup, despite being a 

 
colonial migration 

corridor
al’s

–
(colonial) migration 

corridor

Changing one’s (sporting)
a person’s
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Geographical proximity migration corridors  

 
British home nations

home nations

home 
nations ’have agreed to a remove [of] the residency cl

parents or grandparents were born on the relevant territory’ 
– immigration 

diversification England’s 
home nations

home nations

emigration perspective

‘neighbouring’ 
migration corridor. There are, however, ‘no ’

–
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’m ’ sh
colonial geographically proximity migration 

corridor

team of Switzerland seems to confirm its country’s reputation as a 
‘country of immigration’ with a foreign national population of over 20% 

called ‘Secondos’ 

. Haris Seferović, Granit Xhaka and Ricardo Rodríguez are 
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Figure 4.2. 
–
–

–

 

 

  

(a) 
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(b) 

(c) 
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emigration diversification
born players have ‘moved’ 

Yugoslav descent began to ‘move’ in reverse along the same migration 

– –
they saw an opportunity to represent their ethnic ‘home’ country in 

. One of them was Ivan Rakitić, who 
chose to represent his parents’ country of Croatia in 2007, despite having

(Rakitić 2017)
 

Guest worker migration corridors 

migrants use of ‘the relative short 
cultural and religious distance that separated Italy from Latin America’ 

migration corridor

– migration corridor
emigration perspective shows that Argentina has ‘lost’ nine native football 
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Oriundi

– –

for Italy’s national football team, partly because of their top

countries started to recruit temporary labour ‘to speed up the 
reconstruction and to compensate in part for wartime manpower losses’ 

–

Figure 4.3. 
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guest worker migration corridors

adopted 

formal 
guest worker migration corridors

guest worker migration corridor

migrants

many of today’s talented football players in German elite football have a 

137

The diversification of national football teams

4

157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   137157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   137 04-02-2022   16:1004-02-2022   16:10



of which are Mesut Özil and İlkay Gündoğan (

the ‘movements’ of guest 
worker migration corridor –

   
Morocco’s 

Morocco’s 

–

–

Conclusions 
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these ‘movements’, or ‘nationality changes, 

migration corridors

migrants 

migration 
corridors

migration corridors
colonial

geographical proximity guest worker
migration corridors

colonial migration corridors
colonial migration corridors

 

rs from ‘their’ colonial talent pools, th

colonial (football) 
migration corridors  

 
colonial migration corridors

‘
’ guest worker migration corridors,
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vein, reverse ‘movements’, in terms of nationality 
migration 

corridors geographical proximity

migration corridors 
migration 

corridors
‘movements’ and 

football player’s (sporting) 
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‘sets of countries –
roots’. colonial migration corridors

 

– –
genuine link with one of their country’s former colonies

migrants 
‘their’ 
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5  Theorising on the deservedness of migrants 
in international football 

 

2021. ‘“I Am German When 
We Win, but I Am an Immigrant When We Lose”. Theorising on the 

Mesut Özil.’ Sport in Society
 

  

CHAPTER 5
THEORISING ON THE 
DESERVEDNESS OF MIGRANTS 
IN INTERNATIONAL 
FOOTBALL.

Other than minor changes, this chapter is a reflec-

tion of an article published as:

 

Van Campenhout, Gijs, and Henk Van Houtum. 2021. 

‘I Am German When We Win, but I Am an Immigrant 

When We Lose”. Theorising on the Deservedness of 

Migrants in International Football, Using the Case of 

Mesut Özil.’ Sport in Society 24 (11): 1924-1940.
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5  Theorising on the deservedness of migrants 
in international football 

‘I have two hearts, one German and one Turkish’ 

Germany’s 

‘Whilst I grew up in Germany, my 

one German and one Turkish’ 

formally
formal – moral –

Germany’s ‘model minorities’ 
in the category ‘Integration’ in 2010 

German

 

While Özil’s father grew up in Germany, his ancestors originate from Devrek, located in 

The Bambi Awards are Germany’s most important media prizes and have been awarded 
to ‘people with vision and creat
been reported in the media’ 
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take on Mesut Özil radically changed from a ‘German 
Bambi’ to an imagined ‘Turkish grey wolf’ 

Turkey’s president Recep Tayyip Erdoğan a month before the start of the 

Özil’s Germanness 
many Germans saw in Özil’s action ‘support for an increasing
ruler’ 
to highest office of his family’s country. Thi
head after Germany’s early knock

Mannschaft
seemed to comment on Özil’s football performances, the criticisms 

‘I am German when we 
win, but I am an immigrant when we lose’ 

Özil’s statement is a most interesting case to question not only who 

a player’s

 
Although this statement received a lot of media coverage, Özil’s remark is certainly not 

‘basically, if I score, I'm French. And if I don't score or there 
are problems, I'm Arab’ 
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Figure 5.1. Mesut Özil’s statement on his resignation from Germany’s national football 
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formally) eligible to play for which national football team. But, as Özil’s 

moral . 
 

Using Özil’s case as an example, this chapter aims to unders

conditionally
temporally

moral
– –

moral

 

‘Who did I want to play for if the possibility ever came 
about?’ 

football World Cup, have become a ‘
critical elaborations of the idea of the nation come to the fore’ 
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performativity of cheering for ‘your’ country, with all its theatrical 

(temporarily) ‘a uniquely effective medium for inculcating national 
feelings’ and for one’s patriotic place attachment, 
one’s topophilia 

– argues: ‘It [international sports] provides a 
form of symbolic action which states the case for the nation itself’. 

– observations that ‘sportsmen [sic
or state’ in international sport are ‘primary 

expressions of their imagined communities’, and that ‘the imagined 

people’. The national make

–
the ‘we’ of the nation feel ‘real’ 

But who is included in this ‘we’? Who or what formal

or: ‘one can either be Dutch or Surinamese, 
or French or Moroccan, but not both’ 

choose

his decision: ‘Who did I want to play for 
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Turkish one? It wasn’t a decision I made in a couple of
passing’. Deciding on one’s 

it feels like choosing between ‘your’ 

a player’s

forced
favour of Germany and, against his will, ‘publicly became a bo
contention between Germany and Turkey’ 

nationality, is principally sustaining a rigid ‘in state world view’ 

refer to as ‘methodological nationalism’ and 
has referred to as ‘the territorial trap’

FIFA’s eligibility regulations are not only insensitive to the 

players can be counted as ‘foreign born’ 

team’s

victorious ‘French 
national football team’s roster reveals its multiculturality, as 19 out of the 

“genuine ” with a country other than France’ 
–

vein, England’s prospect players such as Declan Rice 

genuine
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formal
moral

stablished ‘insiders’, that ‘outsiders’ have to accumulate 

 

‘I am still not accepted into society. I am treated as being 
“different”’  

The Established and the Outsiders
–

between dominant (‘established’) and subordinate (‘outsider’) group(s) 

based on the notable distinction in ‘length of residence’ in the area; the 
 

between natives and newcomers, and argued, drawing on Elias’ earl
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ing ing

‘b/ordering’ and ‘othering’ 

powerful groups are able to (re)construct ‘understandings of self that 
posit them as having superior human value’ 

–
–

– –
outsider groups. Often such acts of ‘othering’ can be seen as a 

It is through everyday ‘b/ordering and othering’ practices

Still, in today’s world, the determination of who is ‘we’ and who are 
‘they’ and who are ‘in’ and ‘out’ 

154

Chapter 5

157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   154157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   154 04-02-2022   16:1004-02-2022   16:10



–
‘imagined because the members of even the smallest nation will never 

in the minds of each lives the image of their communion’. The thu

precisely because the conditions of national belonging are ‘continuously 

and distinctions’ (Duemmler 2015, 4), may ‘negotiate their position by 

gain access to established domains’ (Black 2016, 984). Interestingly, as 

– such as ‘I’, ‘you’, ‘he’, 
she’, ‘we’ and ‘they’ –

–
– that ’I am still not 

accepted into society’ and it feels that ‘I am treated as being ‘different’’. 
Özil wonders whether his family’s country (Turkey) or the fact that he is 

Other
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by proclaiming: ‘I was born and educated in Germany, so why don’t 
people accept that I am German?’

–
–

fully
situational conditions

‘established outsiders’, yet in other contexts or for other people, some of 

– has argued, we ‘must attend 

others’. So, what Özil’s 

formal moral

‘I had to ask myself what I was, or what I wanted to be, on 
paper at least’  

formal 

that decides on a country’s 

. ‘Formal 
citizenship’, according to Ghassan , ‘can 
mode of national belonging’. only occurs ‘in the ideal 

formal
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reflects a general communal will’ –  
formal

moral 

institutional-political 
practical-cultural

–
formal – –

– ‘the sum of accumulated national

behaviour, etc.’ – moral 
moral

–
‘formal

“ ” members of the (national) society’. Being born on a state’s 

formal ‘recognition and 
acknowledgment of one’s rights and one’s belonging become pivotal for 
the final grounding of one’s belonging’ (Kryżanowski and Wodak 2008, 

, ‘“citizenship” in a highly moralized
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identify membership of society’ –

moral ‘subtleties of the differential 
modalities of national belonging they are experienced within society’ 

–
formal moral

formally

career, ‘I [Özil] had to ask myself what I was, or what I wanted to be, on 
paper at least’ –

Germany’s national football team, formally 
(national) belonging to the German state. Özil’s decision on his formal 
sporting nationality was, according to himself, ‘not an explicit rejection of 
Turkey. Just because I’d chosen to play for Germany didn’t mean that 
Turkey wasn’t close to my heart. I wasn’t shutting myself off from Turkey 
and its people’ 
mainly because FIFA’s eligibility regulations forced him to make a 

: ‘I 

around it’ 
moral

that has become pivotal in the whole discussion on Özil’s Germanness

Özil’s case is by no 

(‘one that should never be crossed’) when ‘they didn’t critique my 
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performances, they didn’t criticise the team’s performances, they just 
criticised my Turkish ancestry and respect for my upbringing’. 

practical-cultural 
–

– other
ing

‘true’ nation 

–  –

‘Are there criteria for being fully German that I do not fit?’ 

formal moral 
indicative of ‘

identity claims’ –
insiders outsiders, particular attention is paid ‘to the 

who counts as truly national’ , resulting in ‘powerful 
distinctions between different social groups within the nation’ 

genuine
‘remains largely dependent on the judgements 

and (re)actions of others’ 
outsiders are ‘able to position themselves (and are recognised) as 
unconditionally belonging to the nation’ 

depend ‘

culture, nation and religion’ 
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genuine

western immigrants are often ‘less accepted and their 

dominant society on many occasions’ 
‘Even in German elite football’, according to 

, ‘the treatment of German national 

er immigrant groups’. 

among outsiders when he complains about the fact that ‘he is still labelled 
“ ”

the age of 17’ 

referred to as ‘German Poles’ 

In today’s (international) football, in Western Europe but also 

160

Chapter 5

157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   160157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   160 04-02-2022   16:1004-02-2022   16:10



race/ethnicity – –

calendar was produced showing ‘the national

For a real National team!"’ 
informed racism is ‘officially’ accepted to be not accepted, and other 
‘ ’

‘ “ ”’ 

markers in determining who is ‘in’ or ‘out’; 
formal

‘You can definitely belong to two cultures. And you can 
certainly be proud of two cultures’  

Let’s

formal morally
die Mannschaft’s

an ‘us versus them’, and 
a ‘here versus there’. Yet, Özil’s exemplary painful rupture has made 

– –

: ‘You can definitely belong to two cultures. And you 
can certainly be proud of two cultures’ . In addition, Özil’s 
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Turkish leader Erdoğ
clumsy given Erdoğan’s spiteful anti

moral

affection that would mark them as being ‘in’, as ‘one of us’. 

morally

conditions of Germany’s national belonging, which seem to be biased 

 

‘their presence 
members of the nation remains contested’ 

moral 

expected (invisible) norms set by the established: Only ‘if ‘we’ win…’.
What Özil’s intriguing as well 

migrants
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morally) recognised as ‘one 
of us’, as representa ‘ ir’

formal moral

Never were there discussions on Özil’s assumed Schalkeness
he would be an Arsenal’ 

‘ ’
battle is not only or no longer an ‘us versus them’, ‘our national football 

versus the other national football team’, but also an ‘us versus us’ 
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6 Conclusions and discussions  

Introduction 

victory of the French national football team. The cartoon ‘France World 
Cup Winners’ (

–
–

Africanness

–
 

 
Rifai’s cartoon was met with both praise and criticism. The latter 

This is Africa

Frenchness
, ‘to consider citizens

– not only when they are winning’. For the video by 
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Figure 6.1. ‘France World Cup Winners’, a cartoon by Mahmoud Al

 

The Undefeated that ‘a review of this team’s roster, 

reveals that it is as much African as it is French’. All selected footballers 
formal

genuine 
– –

the country’s colonial past 

an African team

 

genuine 
– –
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In particular, ‘the 
banlieues

they are seen pejoratively as “not French”, “not French enough” or not 
“really French”’ by supporters and official representatives of the far right 

–
Frenchness 

societal debates seem to fit within ‘a wider socio

and are regarded with persistent suspicion and hostility’ 

formal
moral

How and why has the number of foreign-born football players in the 
football World Cup changed over time (c. 1930-2018), and how does a 
diverse football team of national representatives shape and challenge 
understandings of migration, citizenship and national belonging? 

 

Migrations, formal citizenship and FIFA’s player 
eligibility regulations 

–
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–

formal – jus soli, jus sanguinis, jus domicilii jus 
matrimonii –

natural

– –

–
–
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–
–

–

migrants

international migrations ‘have become increasingly asymmetric and 

lly’ –

–
immigration perspective

refers to as the ‘de ethnicization of the nation’: 
according to him, is part of the ‘denationalisation of sport’

es ‘

’,
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(certain) national football teams, therefore, seems to be primarily ‘based 

with the past’ –

player’s football capabilities and talent. These migrations mainly depend 

migration corridors

nationality as FIFA’s regulations around player eligibility are based on 
formal
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and FIFA’s eligibility criteria.

that there is a range of motivations underlying a player’s switch in 

distinction between, on the one hand, players ‘

connection back to it’ or on the other hand, ‘cases of fast
citizenship spurred by sporting prowess’ 

to be ‘more pragmatic 
round career enhancement’ 

be dubious from the ‘core no genuine
link’ –

that ‘we need to be wary of seeing the choices players 
nothing statement of identity or allegiance’; is it a 

at after

‘Olympic citizenship’ –

formal citizenship to migrants only because of the ‘distinctive 
ties “encapsulated” in the recruited migrant 
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[him/]herself’ – –
–

‘placing a “for sale” tag on citizenship’ by national governments 

genuine 

–

 

their

– –
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genuine 

Moral citizenship and the deservedness of national 
belonging  

– –

 formal
genuine

– re the main principle of FIFA’s 
–

formal naturally genuine

like these are ‘both
of for society’ –

– , ‘much of 

question of who “belongs” [to the nation] and who does 
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–
– that are required to signify belonging’. The 

 
moralisation of 

citizenship

moral citizenship in a detailed discussion of Mesut Özil’s 

perception of Özil’s Germanness 

Germany in international football. Özil’s 

e nation and national belonging in dichotomies: an ‘us 
versus them’, and a ‘here versus there’. Yet, what Özil’s case also 

– –

around Özil’s Germanness
the public take on Özil’s belonging to the German nation 

r time; ‘from a “German Bambi” to an imagined “Turkish grey 
wolf”’ 

–
Plastic Brits

‘the complex repertoire 
formal

stigmatisation’. The (sometimes) radical changes in (media) references 
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‘ ’ –
–

ing 

should not be considered as ‘a static phenomenon but rather as a set of 

dynamic dialectic of seeking and granting belonging’ (Skrbiš, Baldasser, 
– is a ‘spectrum of “doing 

belonging”’ (Skrbiš, Baldasser, and Poynting 2007, 261)

Özil’s

–
. Relatedly, in the context of the ‘plastic Brits debates’, 

observed that ‘practical forms of belonging 
trump institutional forms in all cases’, implying that what really matters

fourth generation migrants continue to experience that ‘their presence 
and acceptance as legitimate members of the nation remains contested’ 
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‘us’ when they won the World Cup, whereas they 
‘them’ when the team lost. 

–
–

Limitations 
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–

–

Further, women’s international football – the Women’s 
–

(i) the Women’s football World C

e men’s game (

national belonging in the context of women’s (international) football. It 

gap on women’s (international) football; such as 
‘Scandinavian women’s football in a global world: Migration, management 
and mixed identity’ in the academic journal Soccer and Society 

 
entitled ‘Women, Soccer and Transnational Migration’.

formal moral 
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‘

two countries’. Based on their findings, the authors constructed a more 

seemed to be ‘a career
football association, a coach or a specific national junior team’ 
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could be analysed ‘why and at which point of their careers they switched 

countries, and how they were perceived by their new fellow citizens’ 

that ‘much more of the type of data which 
this can produce is certainly needed’.

‘dirty work 
of boundary maintenance’ 

– –
formal moralisation 

belongs to the ‘we’/’us’

–
–

‘  ’

ing 

180

Chapter 6

157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   180157215 van Campenhout BNW.indd   180 04-02-2022   16:1004-02-2022   16:10



. However, as ‘the concepts of race, ethnicity, national and 

other’ 

Suggestions for future research 

moral

perceived ‘ ’

‘dirty work of boundary 
maintenance’ 

migrants
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– – ‘ ’

migrants’ 

‘ ’ 

nation: Only ‘if “we” win…’. This if
‘ ’ as part of the national ‘we’.

‘one of the key sites 

race, ethnicity and nation’ –

The Conversation
scapegoating seems to be a manifestation of ‘denial that players of
belong to the nation. If the team is not “us”, then “we” didn’t lose. It wasn’t 
the nation, or “my” people that failed, it was this interloper’. This, for 
example, happened after England’s loss to Italy in the 

– –
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‘unforgivable’

ing

significant impact on a player’s life as

–

their
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‘at which point 
in their careers’ 

or even steer, a player’s decision to its own advantage? What motivations 

–
–

Thirty One Nil football’s outsiders could also s
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Dutch summary 

–
–

voor ‘hun’ vlag luidkeels het volkslied meezingen, sommigen met één 

–

ware

–
–

 
natuurlijk

formeel morele

ware oprechte 
nationale representanten kunnen zijn van ‘hun’ land tijdens 

–

–
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Afrikaans voetbalteam
Fransheid 

niet Frans niet Frans genoeg niet echt 
Frans 

niet echt 
Frans
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formeel
morele

Hoe en waarom is het aantal in het buitenland geboren voetballers op het 
WK voetbal in de loop van de tijd veranderd (ca. 1930-2018), en waarom 
vormt en daagt een meer divers nationaal voetbalteam heersende 
opvattingen over migratie, burgerschap en nationale binding uit?

De vragen ‘wie mag de natie vertegenwoordigen in het internationale 
voetbal?’ en ‘wie verdient het om tot de natie te behoren?’ vormen de 

 

natuurlijke
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formeel 
ware oprechte

formeel 
natuurlijk oprechte

ware oprechte
representanten en ‘hun’ land ter discuss

echt, 

oprechte 

formeel 
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echt oprecht 

moralisering 

moreel

’s 

Duitsheid

–
– één van ons
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‘ ’ migranten
oprecht

Duitsheid 

ware 
oprechte 

meer behorend 

stabiele 
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Acknowledgments 

‘brought it home’. However, 

– whose names get quite easily mixed up… –

my partner in crime
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Erasmus’ Van der Goot

office activities. Let’s 

–

’s

Sportgeschiedenis

Dutch singer Miss Montreal sings ‘a week has seven days so you 
need seven friends’
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Let’s 

’

I will try to ‘
no do not work’ 

Mieke, I know you ‘hate’ to be mentioned 
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